Brief Record Note of the 2nd meeting of National Transport Development Policy Committee held on 18.5.2010 at Yojana Bhavan, New Delhi.

The list of participants is annexed.

Initiating the discussion, the Chairman National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) referred to the meeting that he held on 29.4.2010 with non-official members of the Committee.  He mentioned that the minutes of that meeting had been circulated to all members.  One of the decisions taken was that the Working Groups on various sub-sectors to look into sector’s specific issues may be set up.  It was also decided in that meeting that RITES may be asked to give a presentation on the findings of the Total Transport System Study (TTSS)  conducted recently by RITES  for the Planning Commission.

While requesting M.D. RITES to make a presentation on TTSS, Chairman observed that RITES had collected huge data and the issue was that how best Committee could utilize this data for making policy recommendations for the development of transport sector.  
M.D. RITES and Coordinator of the Total Transport System Study made a brief presentation indicating actual traffic flows and costs, optimal flows and demand  projection for the horizon years.


After detailed discussion on Total Transport System Study, the following observations were made by the Chairman and Members of the Committee and decisions  taken:-
(a) The Chairman observed that there seems to be some inconsistency in data on traffic flows presented by RITES.  He emphasized the need for accuracy of data so that analysis that Committee may make with a view to making recommendations should have sound basis.  
(b) It was noted that traffic flows and costs in case of Urban Transport and Pipelines had not been studied by RITES.

(c) The role of multi modal transport in determining the optimal flows was stressed.

(d) A view was expressed that the traffic in respect of road transport had been under estimated.  If certain constraints were removed, the growth of road transport could even be higher than simulated.

(e) It was decided that an assessment may be made on data collected by RITES on traffic flows and costs, optimal flows and methodology relating to determination of costs etc.   For this purpose each Working Group would have separate meeting with RITES.  If necessary, a Group of Members could have two day’s session with RITES.

Concluding the discussion on RITES presentation, Chairman mentioned that there were large differences in modal costs and any modeling procedure would then allocate most traffic to that mode in the future. This would provide a very unrealistic view of the possible modal split in the future. The optimal flows indicated only the direction towards which we should move and for this purpose policy measures needed to be evolved.  He mentioned that it would be useful if RITES could carry out a quick study with regard to the trend in modal shares obtained in other countries comparable to India in its current stage of development..


As regards Working Groups, Chairman mentioned that, as decided in the non-officials meeting, various Members had been requested to draft proposed Terms of Reference for each of the proposed Working Groups. These proposed TOR have been circulated to all the members for comments and suggestions. After discussion, it was decided that the Secretary of the concerned Ministry would be the Chairman of the Working Groups, and it was requested that the convener of each Working Group would also be from the same Ministry.  The Terms of Reference of the Working Group would be finalized by the Chairman of the NTDPC.  The secretariat would assist the Chairman of each Working Group in this exercise.  The Member secretary and Co Convenor would discuss the TOR with each Working Group Chairman in order to finalise both the TOR and the membership of the Working Groups.  After discussion it was decided that the Working Groups would finalise their Reports within 6 months of their constitution..The notice of all meetings of the Working Groups would be sent to all Members of the NTDPC, and they would be welcome to attend any of the Working Group Meetings. Minutes of all the Working Group would also be sent to all the Members of the NTDPC.
As discussed in the first meeting of the NTDPC, the Member Secretary was requested to initiate the setting up of an e-platform for the Committee, so that Members may post relevant papers, minutes of meetings, etc. The Member of NTDPC from Infosys had offered to facilitate this task.


The Working Groups on Pipelines, Financing including PPP and inter modal issues would also be set up in due course.

The next meeting of the Committee would be held on Saturday, June 26, 2010. 

